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COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

NEW FUND FOR METHVEN COMMUNITY

Advance Ashburton’s

newest fund was established
anonymously late last year by
a generous local person who
is passionate about the
Methven area.

The Methven Fund will grow to support
charitable causes in, and the advancement

of, the Methven area for generations
to come.

If your heart is connected to the Methven
area, the Methven Fund is open to receive
your gift. Whether it is a one-off donation,
a regular gift each payday, an annual gift, or
a bequest, you can be part of a very special
fund to support the Methven community
now and into the future.
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Donations to the Methven Fund can

be made to the Advance Ashburton
Community Foundation account: 02-0836-
0071001-002. Please include your name
and contact details (e.g. phone number or
email address) and use ‘Methven’ as the
payment reference. Then, we will be able to
issue a receipt so that you can claim a tax
credit of 33.3% of your donation.

MUSIC IN SCHOOLS

Through the kind generosity of
donors to Advance Ashburton
Community Foundation, a Music
in Schools programme runs at
Ashburton Netherby School

and Hampstead School. This
programme enables children who
would otherwise be unable to
access music lessons to receive
weekly tuition in keyboard,
ukulele, recorder or singing.

At the beginning of the year, most students
new to the programme have little or no
prior experience of making music, although
many have talent which has been untapped
until this point. By the end of the year, the
children are experienced performers having
progressed from sharing their music with
their tutor, to playing for their own and
other classes, to a full school assembly with
whanau and invited guests.

Aside from the sheer joy of making music
and developing musicality, learning to

play an instrument provides significant
educational and developmental benefits
which transfer to other areas of the
curriculum. Clear improvements are noticed
over the year in fine and gross motor

skills, coordination, dexterity, hand-eye
coordination, listening skills, speech and
language, self-esteem, emotional and social

connection.

Staff and pupils of the schools involved

in Music in Schools are quick to attribute
the success of the programme to the

skill and passion of music tutor, Nicola
Walker. Netherby School Principal, Phil
Wheeler, said: “The funding from Advance
Ashburton and the expertise of Nicola
Walker has enabled so many children from
both Hampstead and Netherby Schools to
experience success while fostering a love

for music.”

A pupil from Ashburton Netherby School
rehearses for the end-of-year cultural
performance.
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| JUST WANT A SIMPLE WILL

Completing a will is generally
the most important document a
person can sign.

Frequently lawyers hear the comment,
“Why can’t I just have a simple will?” Some
people have a go at writing their own will
using one of the various ‘DIY’ formats
available either purchased from a stationery
shop or found online.

One such example poses a serious lesson for
DIY will makers:

The recent High Court case of Oga v Bourne
outlined a serious lesson for DIY will
makers. There, the 87-year-old Mrs Bourne
used a DIY Will Kit to complete her will.

Mrs Bourne’s intentions were simple, she
wanted her estate divided equally between
her children. Unfortunately, Mrs Bourne did
not understand key legal terms used in the
form such as “bequest” and “residue”. As a
result, she listed the intended beneficiaries
in a specific bequest clause and left blank
the clause intended to dispose of the bulk
of her estate. As a consequence, children
were allocated gifts that didn’t exist and the
remainder of the estate was left unallocated.

Although the document was validly signed,

it was legally ineffective and virtually
meaningless. As a result, the family needed
to seek the assistance of the High Court

to correct the will and the whole process,
understandably, caused unnecessary stress,
delay and, importantly, cost.

While DIY wills may appear to save a will
maker money, they can, on occasion, prove

very expensive.

Because wills can be so final, and are often
dealing with substantial amounts, they are
interpreted carefully by the Court and, as a
result, precise wording is very important.
The case of Oga v Bourne demonstrates how
the best intentions can end in unfortunate

outcomes.

Argyle Welsh Finnigan Limited can assist
you to ensure your will accurately reflects
your wishes, is legally valid and gives you
peace of mind.

II I ARGYLE WELSH
FINNIGAN LIMITED

Argyle Welsh Finnigan Limited are located
at 201/203 West Street in Ashburton.

Contact their experienced team by email:
email@awlegal.co.nz or phone: 03 308 8228.
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WELCOMES
& FAREWELLS

Since our last newsletter,

Toni Wilson has joined our office
team as Finance Administrator.
Toni’s exceptional eye for detail
and problem-solving ability is
proving to be an asset to

our team.

In August last year, Mark Scammell
stepped down as Chair of the Grants
Committee after leading this committee
since December 2022. Mark remains

on the committee which is now led by
Nicki Webster.

With an ever-increasing number of grant

applications to consider, we were thrilled

to co-opt two new members to the Grants
Committee in September — Paddy Strange
and Grant Fleming. Both have now
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experienced the busyness of our annual
scholarship round as well as the recent
grant round for funding from The Tindall
Foundation.

Mary Ross stepped down as Chair of

the Foundation at the Annual Meeting

in December and has been appointed as
Patron following the retirement of Trevor
Croy. Subsequently, Neil Brown was
appointed as the Foundation Chair.

In accordance with our Trust Deed, Liz
McMillan was welcomed as a Trustee

by virtue of the office of Mayor of the
Ashburton District. Liz is a former recipient
of the Advance Ashburton Leader’s
Scholarship, so it is exciting to utilise her
skills and community connections as a
Foundation Trustee.

Finally, we welcome Shona McGrath-
Proctor as a Friend of the Foundation. As
a former staff member, Shona has long
supported the Foundation’s work, and it is
lovely to have her back in this capacity.

BUSINESS
PARTNERSHIPS

Advance Ashburton remains committed
to running a lean organisation and we
acknowledge the huge commitment
given by volunteers at all levels of the
Foundation which significantly impacts
our administration expenditure.

However, faced with rising costs and
needing to continue to grow our funds,

we have sought support (financial and
in-kind) to increase our resources beyond
basic administration costs. We are grateful
to have the support of several local
businesses whose values align with those
of the Foundation and believe that through
collaboration, we can achieve better
outcomes for the future of Mid Canterbury.

Alongside our existing partnerships with
Argyle Welsh Finnigan Limited, Forsyth
Barr and Mike Preston — Bayleys, we

are thrilled to announce four further
partnerships with local businesses. We
warmly welcome Formosa Restaurant,
Gabites Limited and Jaime Mclauchlan
Photography as Commercial Partners, and
Brophy Knight Limited as a Major Partner.
To discuss a partnership programme for
your business, please contact our
Executive Officer, Carolyn Clough —

executive@advanceashburton.org.nz,
phone 021 886 087 or 301 5902.

&% FORSYTH BARR

ARGYLE WELSH
FINNIGAN LIMITED

STRATEGIC PARTNER

brophylknight

chartered accountants and business advisers

MAJOR PARTNERS

MIKE PRESTON

RURAL AND LIFESTYLE SPECIALIST

/A

FORMOSA

MODERN ASTAN CUISINE

Gabites

“JAIME -+
McLAUCHLAN

COMMERCIAL PARTNERS
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THANK YOU TO
TREVOR CROY

When Trevor Croy retired from
his accounting firm at the end
of 2010, any thoughts he may
have had about putting his feet
up were put on hold after he was
approached to join the Board of
Advance Ashburton Community
Foundation in 2011.

Having had significant involvement with
philanthropic activities during his time at
Croys, and being a passionate supporter

of the Ashburton District, Trevor was a
worthy addition to the Board. His strong
governance and financial skills, his vision
for the future of our community, and

his ability think outside the box to find
solutions served him well as a trustee,
particularly on the Grants Committee.

When founding Trustee, Neil Sinclair,
stepped down, Trevor succeeded him as
Chair of the Foundation in 2013. Trevor
led the Foundation through a period of

SUPPORTING
LEARNING WITHIN
STEM

Through a collaboration with EA
Networks, the Foundation was
proud to make a recent grant

to the Hakatere Kahui Ako to
support learning within STEM

(Science, Technology, Engineering

and Mathematics) across 12 Mid
Canterbury schools.

Hakatere Kahui Ako is a community

of learning involving 12 schools in the
Ashburton area, working together to raise
student achievement. This grant enabled
Hakatere Kahui Ako to access two House
of Science kits to support engagement

in science.

There are now three kits available for
schools within the Kahui Ako to book for
science-based learning at each level of the
curriculum. Each kit contains all of the
resources, equipment and lesson plans for
a wide range of science topics including

Qutgoing Patron, Trevor Croy (left), with incoming Patron, Mary Ross, and incoming Chair, Neil Brown.

rapid growth which saw funds under
management grow from $915,000 in
2011 to $11.9 million in 2020 when he
was appointed Patron of the Foundation.

When asked about the highlights of his
time with Advance Ashburton, Trevor
said that there were many. However,
most memorable “has been the catalytic
projects that I know would not have
happened if AACF was not involved —
BOOST, RHACA, Mackenzie Centre for
the Cancer Society, Lives Worth Living

and the Family Help Trust,” Trevor said.

Trevor retired as Patron at the end of
2025 after 15 years of dedicated service
to the Mid Canterbury community
through Advance Ashburton. We extend
our sincere thanks to Trevor and his wife,
Linda, for their generous commitment
to the Foundation and accept Trevor’s
final challenge — “Be nimble, courageous
for our community, and be the leading
philanthropic organisation for the
Ashburton District.”

Pupils from Hinds School make use of the ‘Hot Stuff’ House of Science kit to investigate heat energy.

rocket science, machines, microorganisms,
senses, and plants.

As well as providing opportunities for
exciting hands-on learning, these resources
support development of skills within the
Nature of Science strand of the curriculum
which focuses on how science operates as a

knowledge system. This enables learners to
become critical, informed and responsible
citizens in a society where science plays a
significant role.

The Foundation extends its grateful
appreciation to EA Networks for generously
supporting STEM in our District.
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‘GIVING IN AOTEAROA
NEW ZEALAND’ SURVEY

This month, Community
Foundations of Aotearoa New

Zealand have launched the Giving
in Aotearoa New Zealand Survey.

This research is a New Zealand
first and we need your voice.

What does generosity look like in New Zealand
right now? A donation, a quiet koha, volunteering

for a club, helping whanau, showing up for a
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friend? Every form of giving counts — even if you feel you don’t give at all.

Your insights will help us understand what inspires generosity, what gets in

the way, and how we can strengthen community impact. There are

no right or wrong answers — just your perspective.

Please take 10 minutes to help shape the future of giving and you
can even choose to go in the draw to win $1,000 to gift to a local

charity of your choice.

Giving in Aotearoa New Zealand Survey:
https://www.research.net/r/GivingNZ.

AMAZING
MILESTONES!

At our annual presentation
ceremony in January,
scholarships with a combined
value of $96,400 were presented
to 28 recipients from Mid
Canterbury for study, training
and personal development. This
took the total amount awarded
since the first scholarships in
2010 to over $1 million!

A further milestone was recognised

with the awarding of the 40th Johnston
Brothers Health Science Scholarship. First
awarded in 2014, this scholarship has
now distributed $133,000 to support local

\J

people studying within Health Science
disciplines including the 2026 recipients

— third year medical student, Harrison
Boulton, and Sophie Smith who is studying
towards a Master of Social Work (Applied).

Three new scholarships were awarded this
year. The inaugural Ashburton Vintage
Car Club Scholarship for an apprentice in
the automotive industry was awarded to
apprentice motorcycle mechanic, Jesse
Chapman, who works at Honda Country
Ashburton. The new Longfield Scholarship
for tertiary education was jointly awarded
to fifth year law students, Olivia Lill

and Taylah Burrowes. The EA Networks
Scholarship for tertiary study in an area
applicable to the electrical industry

was awarded to Kaitlyn Murray who is
studying accounting and marketing at the
University of Otago.

2026 SCHOLARSHIP
RECIPIENTS

Tinwald Club Scholarship
Daniel Thompson, Lorraine Paterson and
Holly Husband

Ashburton Vintage Car Club Scholarship
Jesse Chapman

Ashburton Jaycees Industry Training
Scholarship
Charles McCully and Melissa Foley

Rotary Club of Ashburton Plains Trade
Scholarship
Molly McKenna

EA Networks Scholarship
Kaitlyn Murray

Kate Syme Scholarship
Rosa Armstrong

Smyth Scholarship
Janelle Galos

Glass Family Scholarship
Fahima Safi

Longfield Scholarship
Olivia Lill and Taylah Burrowes

Dennis & Barbara Taylor Nursing Scholarship
Leah Maw

Ashburton UFS Health Science Scholarship
Hailey Collins, Morgan Welsh, Jonty Small,
Isabelle Harris, Olivia Haley and Maddie Webb

Johnston Brothers Health
Science Scholarship
Harrison Boulton and Sophie Smith

lan Glassey Memorial Scholarship
Tamsin Cartney

Parsons Family Scholarship
Nicholas McDowell

Cameron Family Scholarship
Gabbie Tindall

Frank Crampton Agricultural Scholarship
Sophie Sauer

Colin & Alison Crampton
Music and Arts Scholarship
Maria Lawn and Courtney Hickmott

LEFT Chief Executive, Onno Mulder, recognised Kaitlyn Murray as a worthy recipient of the EA Networks Scholarship. MIDDLE The Longfield
Scholarship, presented by Graham Marr, recognised two Law students - Olivia Lill (left) and Taylah Burrowes (right). RIGHT Representatives of the
Ashburton Vintage Car Club, Colin Sweetman (left) and Peter Jacob (right) were proud to present their inaugural scholarship to Jesse Chapman.

Advance Ashburton Community Foundation is a perpetual charitable trust dedicated to benefiting the Ashburton region.
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