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FAREWELL
TO ELIZABETH
ASHFORD

During December 2024, we bid
farewell to Elizabeth Ashford
who has retired as a trustee

to pursue family interests and
responsibilities. Elizabeth,
who has been an integral

part of Advance Ashburton,
was a founding trustee of the
Foundation.

During the time of Elizabeth’s

involvement, she has been Deputy

Chair of the Foundation; Chair of the
Communications Committee, including
leading and overseeing the many social
functions of the Foundation; Chair of the
Grants Committee; involved in scholarship
interview panels; and has represented the
Foundation at many meetings and events.
She believes, and indeed has publicly
stated, that communities must help

each other, and that they must look to
themselves to do this.

At the Board farewell to Elizabeth, our
Patron, Trevor Croy, spoke on behalf of
the Foundation. His thoughtful words and
comments, many of which follow, echoed
the feelings of all.

“For 21 years, Elizabeth has been a steady
and dedicated presence in the Foundation.
From the very beginning, she has offered her
expertise, her vision, and, most importantly,
her unwavering commitment to the

growth and prosperity of the Foundation.
Elizabeth’s leadership has not only helped

to shape Advance Ashburton, but it has also

ABOVE Elizabeth Ashford and Trevor Croy.

helped lay the foundations for many of the
successes we celebrate today.

What sets Elizabeth apart, however, is
not just her very astute mind and deep
thinking, but her genuine care for people
— for the community, the staff, and all
of us involved in this work. Whether

it was her thoughtful guidance during
challenging times, her calm demeanour
in moments of uncertainty, or her tireless
advocacy for the future of Mid Canterbury,
Elizabeth has approached her role with
generosity, kindness, integrity, and sense
of community.”

Trevor went on to say Elizabeth’s
dedication, since the time of her being
a signatory to the original trust deed,
has “truly been a gift to all of us,” and
“her influence will continue to resonate
long after her retirement.” He also
acknowledged “the unwavering and

substantial support Elizabeth has received
from her husband Richard, and the
Ashford family business.”

Since the commencement of Elizabeth’s
participation in 2003, the Foundation

has grown from a community foundation
with no funds under management, to that
which has been able to distribute over
$7.7 million in grants and scholarships

to benefit the people of the Ashburton
District.

On behalf of everyone at Advance
Ashburton, and as proposed by Trevor,

we thank Elizabeth “for her leadership,
wisdom, and unwavering service. It has
been a privilege to work alongside her. The
community will continue to benefit from
her legacy for many years to come.”
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The Advance Ashburton Annual Celebration of Philanthropy will be held

at 5.30pm on Tuesday 21st October at the Ashburton Event Centre.

We are delighted to announce that our keynote speaker will be Hamish Marr. Hamish is a

fifth-generation Methven farmer, former Nuffield Scholar, and has been New Zealand’s Special

Agricultural Trade Envoy since 2023.

Hamish Marr
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WELLBEING OPUKE

Wellbeing Opuke is a
community-led organisation
dedicated to improving

the wellbeing of our rural
communities by connecting
rural people to services and to
each other.

Working collaboratively and forming
partnerships within community networks
across the Ashburton District, the reach
of Wellbeing Opuke spans the rural areas
of Carew, Mayfield, Mt Somers, Staveley,
Methven, Lauriston, Rakaia, Chertsey,
Dorie and everywhere in between.

People living rurally may find it harder to
establish a sense of community, struggle
with loneliness and may have to face
mental health challenges alone.

This is made more difficult when support
services and organisations do not go into
rural areas. The support and engagement

WELCOMES
& FAREWELLS

We are thrilled to welcome
Bill Thomas as a trustee and
member of the Foundation’s
Investment Committee.

Bill was brought up in the Mid Canterbury
district on the family farm, Longbeach,
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Participants from a Wellbeing Opuke coffee group take part in native tree planting at Harris Reserve.

facilitated by Wellbeing Opuke is a vital
bridge connecting rural communities,
reducing isolation and building
community resilience.

With the support of funding from
Advance Ashburton, Wellbeing Opuke
runs a range of free activities including
coffee groups, craft sessions, school
holiday programmes, community
workshops and events. Community

Activator for Wellbeing Opuke, Valeska
Scott, said “We see positive outcomes
daily - stronger community ties, increased
engagement in local events, and growing
awareness of available services.”

We are grateful to be able to continue to
fund such important work in our rural
communities through the generosity
provided by the Ian Glassey Memorial
Fund and the Johnston Brothers Fund.

and has been involved in farming all his
working life. Bill’s past governance roles
have included the Boards of Trustees at
Waihi School and St Margaret’s College,
Commercial Company Director for Pyne
Gould Guiness and then PGG Wrightson,
Deputy Chair of the Mid Canterbury
Rugby Union, and Chair of the Ashburton
Water Zone Committee. Married to
Penny, father of 4 adult children and
grandfather to a growing number, Bill
enjoys playing tennis, mountain bike
riding and supporting most sports.
Current Trustee, Nicki Webster, has joined
the Nominations Committee, adding this
to her Board responsibilities alongside the
Grants Committee.

In March, we were sad to farewell Jacqui
Lloyd as the Finance Administrator for the
Foundation, and we send our best wishes
to Jacqui and her husband, Linc, for their
travel plans together in their retirement.

We sincerely thank Anne Fleming for

her valued service in a long association
with the Foundation, most recently as

the coordinator of the Friends of the
Foundation. A former trustee and member
of the Grants Committee, Anne has

Anne Fleming (right) was presented with
flowers following her final meeting as
coordinator of the Friends of the Foundation
by Mary Ross (left) and Lal Mulligan.

led the Friends since 2019, supporting
many Foundation functions and events
including the annual celebrations,
scholarship functions, donor morning
teas, and Christmas functions.

We welcome our new Friends of the
Foundation: Elizabeth Ashford, Jacqui
Lloyd, Annie Bonnifant; and Mandy Casey
as coordinator.



ANNUAL
SCHOLARSHIPS

Records were broken at the
Scholarship Presentation
Ceremony on 28th January
when 41 scholarships with a
combined total of $180,000
were awarded.

This is both the highest number and
value of scholarships presented in the
Foundation’s history, reflecting both the
generosity of our donors and the high
standard of recipients.

Seven interview panels made up of Advance
Ashburton trustees, co-opted committee
members and relevant industry leaders
were kept busy in the lead-up to the annual
ceremony with 100 applications received.
The selected recipients were identified as
passionate, motivated, hardworking and all
actively giving back to their community.

The premier scholarship of the evening, the
Neil Sinclair Memorial Scholarship, was

NEW FUND TO
SUPPORT CHILDREN
AND ELDERLY

Advance Ashburton has an
incredible new fund thanks

to the generosity of the Royal
Antediluvian Order of Buffaloes
(RAOB) Lodge No.43.

Established in Ashburton 97 years ago, the
Lodge has recently closed its doors due to
declining membership, and Buffalo Lodge
Hall has been sold. However, the remaining
members have secured the legacy of the
generosity of members past and present
through the new RAOB Lodge No.43 Fund
with Advance Ashburton.

For many years, RAOB Lodge No.43
members have donated money to various
charitable causes, often anonymously

and without recognition. A few examples
include support for Ashburton College with
the purchase of a grand piano, sponsoring
seats when the Ashburton Event Centre
was built, and for many years, they
purchased the chocolate bars for bingo
prizes at Age Concern.
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Rosie Gray, recipient of the 2025 Neil Sinclair
Memorial Scholarship, with Sam Crosbie,
grandson of the late Neil Sinclair.

presented to Rosie Gray who is studying
a Bachelor of Laws and Bachelor of Arts
majoring in Psychology at the University
of Otago. Rosie stood out as a tenacious
young woman with a tremendous work
ethic who consistently demonstrates
compassion and empathy.

The Neil Sinclair Memorial Scholarship is
awarded annually to the most outstanding
candidate in memory of the contribution
made by Neil Sinclair in establishing the
Foundation in 2003. Sam Crosbie, grandson
of the late Neil Sinclair, was pleased to
present this scholarship to Rosie as the
10th recipient.

Ally Hanson signs the Memorandum of Wishes
to establish the RAOB Lodge No.43 Fund with
Advance Ashburton Community Foundation.

Through the RAOB Lodge No.43 Fund with
Advance Ashburton, this generosity will
continue in perpetuity, in remembrance of
the final members of Ashburton’s Buffalo
Lodge and all who came before them.

It is an honour to celebrate and continue
the legacy of RAOB Lodge No.43 with this
new Fund. In keeping with the traditions
established by members over 97 years,
distributions made from the RAOB Lodge
No.43 Fund will have a particular focus on
charitable causes related to children, youth
and the elderly in Mid Canterbury.

BUSINESS
PARTNERSHIPS

Our donors appreciate that
almost every dollar they

so generously donate goes
directly to the local causes
that matter most to them.
Likewise, we are proud of the
fact that we make our donor
dollars work hard to benefit
our community.

Whilst we run a lean organisation,
acknowledging the huge commitment of
volunteers at all levels of the Foundation,
our administration fee only covers basic
administrative costs and does not allow
for the management of new challenges
such as cybersecurity.

To grow our funds, we need to increase
our resources including marketing,
events, and pursuing more donor
opportunities. So, we are seeking
partnerships with local businesses to
build our capability.

To date we are thrilled to announce
the following partnerships with local
businesses who share our passion for
Mid Canterbury and believe that

together, we can achieve better outcomes.

To discuss a partnership programme
for your business, please contact our
Executive Officer, Carolyn Clough —
executive@advanceashburton.org.nz,
phone 021 886 087 or 307 5902.

II ARGYLE WELSH
FINNIGAN LIMITED

STRATEGIC PARTNER

&% FORSYTH BARR

MAJOR PARTNER

MIKE PRESTON

RURAL AND LIFESTYLE SPECIALIST

COMMERCIAL PARTNER

We are working together to inspire
local philanthropy to build a better Mid
Canterbury for generations to come.

WWW.ADVANCEASHBURTON.ORG.NZ
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our scholarships

ASHBURTON JAYCEES

SCHOLARSHIP
MILESTONE

When Ella Rickard was awarded a personal

development scholarship in January, she
became the 100th recipient of a scholarship
from the Ashburton Jaycees Education &
Development Fund.

The Ashburton Jaycee Chapter was formed
in 1947 to provide opportunities for
members to develop personal skills, and at
its peak had over 120 members. Winding
up in 2008 due to declining membership,
the remaining members established a Fund
with Advance Ashburton, marking the
beginning of the Foundation’s scholarship
programme. Since that time, Ashburton
Jaycees’ scholarships have been awarded on
an annual basis for personal development
and industry training.

Watching on as this year’s recipients
surpassed the 100th scholarship
milestone were the first three recipients
of scholarships provided through the
generosity of the former Ashburton Jaycees
— Heather Keele, Sarah Mosely and Wayne
Moore. In 2009, these three recipients all
used their scholarships to attend Outward
Bound courses, whereas Ella, as the 100th
recipient, completed a 10-day Spirit of
Adventure voyage.

NEW SCHOLARSHIPS

When Bill Corbett passed away in February,

former pupils from his agriculture class at
Ashburton Technical School in 1961 had
already established a wonderful legacy to
remember him by.

The Ag Class of 61 as they are fondly
known, established a special bond

when they started secondary school in
Ashburton. Most of the 47 former pupils
are still living and regularly keep in touch,
holding several reunions over the years.

Led by former classmate, Philip Crozier,
the Ag Class of 61 raised $10,000 for the
Ashburton College Technical Scholarship
Fund which had been established by the
Ashburton Technical School Past Pupils
Scholarship Trust in 2019. The Fund, which
has provided an annual trades scholarship
for an Ashburton College pupil, will now
also provide the Bill Corbett Agricultural
Scholarship, named after their much-loved
former teacher.

Former Mount Hutt College head student,
Anna Tu’amoheloa, was the deserving
recipient of the inaugural van der Kley
Family Scholarship in January.

In her second year of a double degree in Law
and Commerce, Anna is the first member

of her family to attend university and has

a significant record of volunteering and
community service. She was recognised as
a fitting recipient for the new scholarship
which has a considered focus to support
Pasifika youth, reflecting the van der Kley
family’s long association with volunteering,
particularly in Samoa.

ABOVE Anna Tu’amoheloa was the first recipient of the van der Kley Scholarship. TOP LEFT Ella
Rickard, the 100th recipient of an Ashburton Jaycees’ scholarship, on board the Spirit of New
Zealand. TOP RIGHT The late Bill Corbett with the trophy that bears his name prior to the awarding
of the inaugural Bill Corbett Agricultural Scholarship to Lachie Jones.

2025 SCHOLARSHIP
RECIPIENTS

Smyth Scholarship
Laura Winchester and Ben Simons

Kate Syme Scholarship
Chloe Robinson

Glass Family Scholarship
June Tilialo and Janre Lim

van der Kley Family Scholarship
Anna Tu’amoheloa

Graham Gunn Music Scholarship
Chloe Graham

Colin & Alison Crampton Music
and Arts Scholarship
Isabel Wang

Johnston Brothers Health Science
Scholarship

Lauren Pluck, Leah Johnson,
Oliva Pearce and Annina Birt

Dennis & Barbara Taylor Nursing
Scholarship
Charlotte Gray

Ashburton UFS Health Science
Scholarship

Brianna Sloper, Magdalene Haugh,
Laura Doig, Olivia Studholme,
Kaimana Acidera, Elizabeth Galletly,
Darren Cavill and Amelia Harris

Tinwald Club Scholarship
Neil Alombro

Rotary Club of Ashburton Plains
Scholarship
Nathan Speedy

Ashburton Jaycees Personal
Development Scholarship
Molly Jones, Ella Rickard and Olivia Fox

Ashburton Jaycees Industry Training
Scholarship

Nicholas Collie, Keegan Gentle, Faith Tait,
Joel McDonald and Isobel McMahon

lan Glassey Memorial Scholarship
Amelie Robertson and Jorja Roulston

Parsons Family Scholarship
Eddie Millichamp

Cameron Family Scholarship
Grace Bleach

Frank Crampton Agricultural Scholarship
Victoria Talbot and Sam Orr

Advance Ashburton Scholarship
Jessica Bleach and Sarah Wilcox

Neil Sinclair Memorial Scholarship
Rosie Gray

Advance Ashburton Community Foundation is a perpetual charitable trust dedicated to benefiting the Ashburton region.
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